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A THOUSAND WORDS | PAGE 2

HILLTOPPER FOOTBALL | SPORTS

It’s a really fun and entertaining experience but stressful, because
you’re nervous, you want to make a good impression, and you want
to make the right decision." — Pleasureville sophomore Heidi Smith

On-campus
housing
near limit
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com

Students who live on campus won’t be
encountering many empty beds this fall.
A total of 4,896 students are living on
campus this semester, and only 4,906 beds
are available, said Brian
Kuster, director of Housing and Residence Life.
Kuster said that 2,026
students returned to the
dorms this fall, while
2,870 new students moved
in.
Initially, the dorms
were overbooked, he said. KUSTER
WKU gave sophomores with a 3.2 grade point average the
opportunity to move off campus with the
regular $1,000 fee waived, Kuster said.
Around 70 sophomores took advantage of
the offer.
SEE HOUSING, PAGE 7
LESLYE DAVIS/HERALD

Beech Creek junior Ashley O’Bannon, right, of Alpha Omicron Pi sorority hugs new member Caitlin Stephens, a Nashville freshman, after
the sorority announced their bids for new members Sunday. “It was the most excited I’ve ever been in my entire life,” Stephens said.

Gone Greek
WKU Greek community has biggest sorority Rush in 20 years
many women into a sorority as possible.
“Our goal is that every woman going
through becomes a Greek woman,” she
said.
Gary Wiser, coordinator of Student Activities, said he believes the reason for this
growth is due to this year’s freshman class
being more engaged.
He said significant growth was a good
problem to have.
“It shows that sororities have something to offer women,” Wiser said. “We’re
excited they want to join our community.”
Gray said Greek organizations also
benefit the community as a whole
through their philanthropy work and
events, many of which are open to nonGreek members of the WKU community.

By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

Yellow “Go Greek” buttons and shouts
for sororities drifted up and down the Hill
last weekend as the annual fall tradition
began.
This year marked the second largest
sorority Recruitment Week, commonly
known as Rush Week, in WKU’s Greek
history with 429 women participating. It’s
the largest in the past 20 years.
Recruitment Week allows potential
new sorority members to visit different
sororities and then select or rank their
choices. The sororities then select or
rank the women and a mutual selection is
made.
Lauren Gray, a senior from Franklin,
Tenn., and the Panhellenic recruitment
chair, said the system is designed to get as SEE GREEK, PAGE 5

WKU institute brings
Chinese teachers to area
By KRISTEN SNYDER
news@chherald.com

Guo Ruijie, 24, a native of Hubei, China, had
never been to the United
States before.
Now after teaching
English in China, she has
the chance to teach her native language and culture
to American students.
Guo is one of 11 teachers from China who came
to the U.S. for one year
to participate in WKU’s
Confucius Institute and
teach at area schools.
“I was longing to get
a job like this,” she said.
“I got the news that WKU

TUE. 92˚/ 67˚

was cooperating with my
university to build up a
Confucius Institute. I was
very much interested, and
I took the required exams
and interviews. Fortunately, I got the opportunity.”
Guo is currently working at Parker-BennettCurry Elementary School
in Bowling Green.
WKU’s program is the
first in Kentucky, President Gary Ransdell said
last week.
WKU’s Confucius Institute is funded by the
Chinese government and
is a collaboration between Chinese Language

WED. 94˚/ 67˚

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

Council
International
(HanBan) and China’s Sichuan International Studies University (SISU),
according to information
provided by Cheryl Kirby-Stokes, educational
outreach coordinator for
the institute.
It serves to promote
Chinese language and cultural exchange throughout
Kentucky schools and
communities, according
to the information.
The partnership was
formed in January in
Beijing,
Kirby-Stokes
said.
SEE CHINESE, PAGE 5

THUR. 95˚/ 70˚

Top Rush years
Highest number of participants in sorority Rushes in the
past 20 years:
1) 2010 - 429
2) 2004 - 373
3) 2009 - 372
4) 2008 - 350
5) 2007 & 2002 - 324
Source: Gary Wiser, coordinator of
Student Activities

For a gallery
of Rush Week
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Administrative
changes bring
'new day'
By TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com

For students, the beginning of a new
school year means new professors, new
books and a new schedule.
For President Gary Ransdell, this year
brings new leadership and a renewed resolve to focus on the university’s priorities.
At last week’s faculty and staff convocation, Ransdell ushered in
“a new day” at WKU.
In the past year, WKU
has replaced four members of the 12-member administrative council, and
a fifth search — for the
vice president for Development and Alumni Relations — is expected to be RANSDELL
completed this fall.
Ransdell said he is energized by the presence of the new administrators at WKU.
“I’ve got great confidence in the new
leaders we are hiring,” Ransdell said.
SEE NEW DAY, PAGE 7

One day down, 68 to go

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Students walk to and from class between Helm Library and Garrett Food
Court on the first day of the fall 2010 semester.

For a video of the first day, go to wkuherald.com.
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CRIME REPORTS
Reports

■ Hannah Yount, BatesRunner Hall, reported on
Aug. 28 that her wallet
and cell phone were stolen
from South Lawn. The
value of the theft was $210.

Arrests

■ Ethan Johnson, PearceFord Tower, was arrested
on Aug. 29 and charged
with possession of 28.2
grams of marijuana
and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was still
being held in the Warren
County Regional Jail at
press time.
■ Anastasios Theoharatos,
Crestwood, was arrested
on Aug. 28 and charged
with disorderly conduct after being observed leaning
out of the passenger side
of a vehicle and screaming
at a group of people on the
sidewalk. He was released
the same day on a $350
cash bond.
■ Vashad Wanzer, McCormack Hall, was arrested
on Aug. 27 and charged
with alcohol intoxication
in a public place. He was
released the same day on
time served.

CALENDAR

■ Aug. 1Welcome Back WKU
Festival
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at South
Lawn
■ Sept. 2Karaoke Night
10 p.m. at Overtime Sports
Bar and Grill, 773 Bakersfield Way
■ Sept. 3WKU Soccer vs. Evansville
6 p.m. at WKU Soccer
Complex
■ For more events go to
wkuherald.com

a
thousand
words
Eldon Foley, left, and John Tutino have
been friends for more than 10 years. Foley,
54, who used to live with Tutino, 56, now
lives alone in Bowling Green Towers where
he has lived for the last eight years.
Foley struggles with balance issues that
force him to use a wheelchair.
“It’s put me on the floor more than once,”
Foley said.
Although the two no longer live together, Tutino comes by to check in on Foley
about every other day and to help out however he can.
“I take him to the store every now and
then and check in on him,” Tutino said.
It’s a regular routine for the two men to
sit outside the towers and catch up, laugh,
converse and then head back upstairs to

By TIM HARRIS

Foley’s apartment for a couple of beers.
Tutino was laid off from his job in
March.
“Things are hard right now. No one
wants an old dinosaur like me. They want
college kids with computer skills,” Tutino
said. “I’m looking for another job, but there
is not much out there.”
Although life has recently been hard
on the two men they use each other for
support. Foley’s right forearm displays a
dove that he says represents hope for the
future.
“John has been a godsend. My life would
be hell without him,” Foley said.

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at the new

"A Thousand Words" is a weekly photo essay that tells
untold stories on the edges of campus.

Need to Furnish your
Dorm Room or Apartment?
We can help! The St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store,
conveniently located in the Western Gateway
Shopping Center, has everything you need!
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Stand up and cheer

Something on your mind?
Let it out. E-mail us at
opinion@chherald.com.

Class of 2014 should embrace
WKU traditions, get involved
For many students pushing three, four (or seven) years on the
Hill, WKU traditions have become something to look forward to.
But if the lack of enthusiasm during some MASTER Plan events
was any indication, the story is different for many of the new kids
on the block. The Herald would like to welcome the freshman class
with some advice on keeping the WKU spirit alive.
Dear Freshmen:
Now that you’ve begun the transition to independence, things
will get much harder. You’ll be stressed, you’ll be confused and
you’ll have to work hard. But the good thing about college is, you
can play harder. No, that doesn’t mean you should run wild with
the intention of setting the world record for the longest keg-stand.
You can start by taking off the too-cool-for-school hat and simply
showing a little school spirit.
You chose this 104-year-old institution for a reason. And you’ll
be here for the next few years, so there’s no sense in dreading it.
Dive in by getting involved. There are hundreds of student
groups tailored to your interests and strengths. Whether it’s intramural sports, organizations for your major or community service,
you’ll find a place to fit. Not only does it hone your time management skills, but involvement also builds networks, friendships and
introduces you and your talents to the WKU community. And when
you have obligations, you also have reasons to stay here.
Being stuffed in a dorm and surrounded by new faces can make
anyone miss the comforts of home. But dashing home every weekend isn’t going to make your transition any smoother.
Take advantage of the culture Bowling Green has to offer. Visit
the square downtown to enjoy the scenery or catch a show at the
Capitol Arts Center. Root for the home team at the Hot Rods Stadium. Become a citizen of the town, not just a resident of your dorm.
WKU is a modern school in a growing city. But showing school
pride always goes back to following the traditions. Among the most
epic? Tailgating.
For hours before football games, thousands of WKU alumni,
current students and faculty gather on lawns around campus to celebrate. Mosey around to different tents to meet new people and
student groups and enjoy the food. Then go to the games, which are
free for those with a WKU ID, and cheer the team to a win.
Don’t peek out of the window and wonder what the six loud booms
were; be there to scream right along with them as fireworks mark when
the Toppers score a touchdown. Even if the score is not in WKU’s fa-

KAYLA
CARLILE
Floyds Knob, Ind.
freshman

“This week has been the
worst week ever because I
fell while wearing my bass
drum, I locked myself out
of my room and I’m struggling to get along with my
roommate.”

TRAVIS
WELL
Elizabethtown
sophomore

vor, always wave your red towel frantically. Make E.A. Diddle, the
former coach who inspired the towel tradition, proud.
To end, dear freshmen, know that seasoned students empathize
with you. The weather is sometimes tricky, but you still must go to
class. On Spirit Day every Friday, sport your WKU gear like it’s the
latest from a Badgley Mischka collection. Big Red’s energy is hard
to keep up with, and even though you might look like a goofball
doing it, try anyway.
Administrators, professors, event planners and students work
hard to make sure the Hill is alive. Keep it that way.
Sincerely, your new Hilltopper family.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Heraldʼs
10-member editorial board.

“Chick-fil-A should be
open on Sunday. I guess
it’s closed because of God,
but according to my God, I
can have Chick-fil-A whenever I want.”

JAY
COTTRELL
Munfordville
junior

“I think they waste money
changing parking around.
You’re throwing our tuition
money away to give us less
parking.”

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Herald welcomes students back with new features
The 1989 flick “Back to the Future
Part II” predicted that newspapers in 2015
would have the same look as they did 30
years ago — though they’d be delivered
“via Compu-Fax Satellite” instead of a
delivery boy on a bike.
In 2010, it’s clear that prediction was
a little off. But newspapers have had to
change with the times and change often.
Cue fall 2010’s Herald.
Last fall’s Herald launched a new website, a slimmer, sexier print edition and a
new production schedule. This fall, we
have more changes for you to check out.
■ A NEW WEBSITE: You may ask,
“Wait. Why another website redesign
only a year after the last one?” The simple
answer is that the new website is better.

With the new wkuherald.com, we can
better plan out visual organization of content. In plain terms — we’ll be better able
to design the site around the news of the
day, just as we do in the print edition.
Breaking news? Look for prominent
space on our home page that groups updated stories and links you to related articles, photos, videos, etc.
Football game coming up? As game
day gets closer, look for links to the
game’s predictions, live coverage, blog
posts, etc., all grouped together.
■ THE TOPPER EXTRA: Friday’s
sports section is being replaced by a separate sports tab — a more in-depth weekly
section completely about WKU sports.
The publication will detail news of the

week and preview weekend match-ups.
■ MORE BLOGS: You may already
be familiar with the Herald’s sports blog,
Topper Talk. Topper Talk will be accompanied by a news blog and a photo blog.
The news blog will provide you with
quick hits of daily news that will add to —
not repeat — the content in the print edition.
The photo blog will display photos not
seen in print with notes from the photographers that help you get to know them better.
■ MORE CONTENT FROM READERS: We’ve scrapped Friday’s editorial in
favor of more reader-submitted content.
Instead of waiting for commentaries to
appear in our e-mail inboxes (though we
still like getting e-mails from you), we’ll
be reaching out to you.

And we’ll be updating the online opinion page more often with issues and cartoons we think you’ll find interesting.
Our goal in all of this is to engage readers in more frequent conversation about
issues you care about.
As always, the Herald has made these
changes with the reader in mind.
We want to provide you with the information you need and want. We exist to
inform and entertain, to spark discussion
and to listen to your thoughts.
We won’t have perfected it by 2015,
but we will have tried.
Let us know what you think.
MICHELLE DAY
Editor-in-chief

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

college heights herald
Michelle Day* editor-in-chief
Josh Moore* managing editor
Emily Ulber* news editor
Laurel Wilson assistant news editor
Marianne Hale* diversions editor
Mary Barczak* city editor
Jonathan Lintner* sports editor
Tanner Curtis* photo editor
Chris Wilson assistant photo editor

Bethany Mollenkof* & Ben
Severance* multimedia editors
Angela Oliver* opinion editor
Annie Erskine* cartoonist
Amanda Adams copy desk chief
Wells Gunn advertising manager
Alex Marks ad creative director
Bob Adams Herald adviser
*Denotes editorial board members

CONTACT US
Advertising 270.745.2653

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor 270.745.5044

advertising@chherald.com

editor@chherald.com

Newsroom 270.745.6011
news@chherald.com

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874

Address 1906 College

opinion@chherald.com

Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1084

Letters to the editor- 250 words
Commentaries- 500 words

PICK UP A COPY
The Herald is published on
Tuesdays and Fridays during
the school year. The first
copy is free and additional
copies are 50 cents each,
available in the Student
Publications Center on
Normal Street.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.

AUGUST 31, 2010

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

Cash donations to WKU reach
record-breaking total in past year
By TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com

Faculty and staff are giving more
than just their time to WKU—they’re
opening up their wallets, too.
In July, officials announced that
the university received a recordbreaking $19 million in cash donations from July 1, 2009, through June
30, 2010.
Of that, about $790,000 came
from 872 members of the WKU
faculty and staff, a number that
President Gary Ransdell called “impressive” at the Faculty and Staff
Convocation last week.
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and Administration and the
current interim vice president for
Development and Alumni Relations,
said 5 percent of the President’s Circle, which consists of donors who
gave $1,000 or more, is comprised
of WKU employees.
This, she said, is an “incredible
statement of support” for the university.
The $19 million total is an increase of 39 percent from the previous year, said John Paul Blair, assistant vice president for Institutional
Advancement.
He said the nationwide prediction

was that schools would see a modest
4 percent increase in donations.
Blair also said giving from alumni increased by 45 percent to $5.5
million.
These results are a very tangible
way to measure the WKU experience, he said. Because alumni feel a
lot of pride and connection to their
WKU experience, they are more
likely to donate.
For the past five years, WKU
has competed with — and beat out
— other colleges and universities
in Kentucky to see which schools'
young almuni could donate the most
money, Blair said.
In order to encourage alumni donations in the future, WKU tries to
connect with students as much as
possible now, Blair said. He hopes
that young alumni will donate to
their alma mater when they can.
“It’s a challenge nationwide to engage young alumni until they get on
their feet financially,” he said.
Across the U.S., “eight in 10 young
alumni — those under 35 — feel they
have already given enough in tuition
payments and don’t see the need for
further donations,” according to a recent Washington Post article.
Most of the donations go toward
endowing scholarships and provid-

CHINESE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

It’s a challenge nationwide to engage
young alumni until
they get on their
feet financially."
—JOHN PAUL BLAIR
Assistant vice president for
Institutional Advancement

ing support to faculty and staff, Blair
said. Capital projects are another
large area for donations.
Donald Smith, executive director of the WKU Alumni Association, said the fundraising campaign
should bring in more than $20 million next year.
The results of the recession were
most obvious in fiscal year 2009,
when giving decreased by 22.9 percent from the previous year to $13.6
million, Smith said.
Currently, WKU is at $164.5 million of the $200 million fundraising
campaign that will last until 2012, he
said.

At that point, WKU
already
offered
the
Chinese
Flagship
program, which began
in 2009 and is one of
nine in the country.
Students
study
the
Chinese language each
semester
in
college
and then complete a
Capstone internship in
China through Nanjing
University in their chosen
discipline, said Chinese
Flagship
coordinator
Melinda Farmer.
Since WKU was
already involved with
the Flagship program, it
made sense to extend its
reach to the Confucius
Institute, Farmer said.
Kirby-Stokes
said
the classes, which are
currently in schools

5

in Warren, Barren and
Logan counties, are
total immersion; no
English is spoken in the
classrooms.
At the elementary
and
middle
school
level,
teachers
use
flash cards, games and
songs to teach students.
At the high school
level,
students
use
workbooks, learn the
written language and
have dialogue exercises,
Kirby-Stokes said.
“Feedback has been
very positive,” KirbyStokes said. “Word is
spreading about these
great diverse teachers.
It’s been going very
smoothly — we’re very
happy.”
For more information
on
the
Confucius
Institute contact Cheryl
Kirby-Stokes or visit
http://www.wku.edu/ci/

Hilltoppers for Christ
A Ministry of Greenwood Park Church of Christ

1536 Chestnut Street
Bowling Green, KY 42101
(270) 781-0700
www.wku.edu/hfc
hilltoppersforchrist@gmail.com
Come worship with us Sundays at 8 PM.
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Competitive Wages

Pleasureville sophomore Heidi
Smith joined her sorority during last
year’s Recruitment Week.
“I came here not really knowing
anybody,” she said. “I just really
wanted that close sisterhood that I
knew most sororities had.”
Smith said she remembered
Recruitment Week as being an
enjoyable but stressful week.
“It’s a really fun and entertaining
experience, but stressful because
you’re nervous, you want to make
a good impression, and you want to
make the right decision,” she said.

Murray sophomore Amy Winkler
participated in Recruitment Week
this year and selected Alpha Delta
Pi sorority. She said it was a difficult
decision because her sister is the
president of Alpha Omega Pi sorority
at Murray State University.
“It was a really hard part of the
whole process,” she said. “You have
a feeling when you find the right
sorority, and I had that feeling about
Alpha Delta Pi from the first day.”
Because the process requires
mutual selection, not every woman
gets the sorority they choose.
Paducah
sophomore
Emily
Evanko said she wanted to get
involved on campus and decided to
join a sorority. She narrowed it down

to her top two choices but wasn’t
accepted to either.
“I had a lot of fun and met a lot
of great girls that I’d like to keep in
touch with,” she said. “I got to learn
a lot about Greek life. It was a great
experience.”
Wiser said about 270 women
ended up joining a sorority this year.
Gray said Recruitment Week is
important to sororities because it
allows them to have new ideas and
continue traditions. She said it’s
important to the women because it
helps them find a niche.
“It can be overwhelming to come
here,” Gray said. “This gives them a
chance to make a big campus smaller
and find people they connect with.”
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Great Evening/Weekend Hours
Qualified Employees Receive Free DirecTV Service or Sirius XM Radio After 90 Days

Apply in Person TODAY
To Find Out How Great
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When the growing up gets tough SGA gets ready
a big girl's guide to
for new year
If you’ve never been
afraid to check the balance
on your bank account,
navigated Walmart aisles
in what seems like a hopeless search for a particular food item or poured
some thought into how
your next paycheck corresponds with your next rent
check’s due date, this column might not be for you.
But if you’ve done any
of those things — or think
you might sometime in the
near future — I’m here to
share stories from my experience, or inexperience,
to be more accurate.
Hi, my name is Marianne, and I’m an adult.
Well, sort of.
Being 21, I technically
reached “grown-up” status a few years ago, but it
was this past summer in
Bowling Green that really
threw me into the throes
of adulthood.
It was my first time
living in Bowling Green
without living on campus.
I mastered the art of boil-

Growing Up
MARIANNE HALE
Herald features editor
diversions@chherald.com

ing water, and therefore
the art of making pasta; I
became the proud owner
of a toaster and made my
first big furniture purchase: a bed.
I also left my debit card
in the ATM, not once, not
twice but three times. I
accidentally overdrafted
my bank account on a
McDonald’s purchase and
made a few not-so-great
cooking choices that left
me with some not-sogreat leftovers, which I
eventually pitched to my
trash can.
So, I’ve made a few
mistakes, but maybe you
can learn from them.
If you stick with me

this semester, you’ll find
out what to do when your
bank account reaches the
Big O — you know, overdraft — and maybe even
how to prevent it from
making it there. I’ll also
take you through some
other banking and finance
basics and maybe even
share my culinary adventures with you. And of
course, we’ll cover the Fword: future. I’m allegedly on track to graduate in
May, so I’ve been thinking about mine an awful
lot lately.
You might be thinking,
“Who is this punk kid, and
why does she think she’s
the source on becoming

an adult?” Well, you’re
probably right about one
thing. I am sort of a punk
kid who still enjoys jumping on the aforementioned
new bed and celebrating
my small adult accomplishments, such as culinary successes, with victory dances.
But this punk isn’t just
going to tell you stories
about the woes of paying
rent and cooking dinner.
I’m going to hook you up
with advice from experts
through my column. I’ll
do the reporting if you do
the reading.
If you’re having any
adulthood
dilemmas,
questions you want answered or topic suggestions, I’d love to hear
from you. Just shoot me
an e-mail at diversions@
chherald.com.
But for now, I promise
to take you, Herald readers, for richer, for poorer,
for better, for worse,
‘til graduation (fingers
crossed) do we part.

By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com
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Members of the Student
Government Association
used the summer as a way to
brainstorm and prepare for
the fall semester.
One upcoming project
that SGA President Colton
Jessie and other members
are working on is forming
a closer relationship with
international students on
campus.
“We had a dinner during the orientation for the
international students to
help them get accustomed to
America and WKU,” Jessie
said. “We want them to feel
at home and like a part of
campus.”
Other projects include
planning a study away program where students can
study in distant locations
within the country and
forming a closer bond with
South Campus, he said.
“We are trying to reach
out to South Campus,” Jessie said. “They are just a
part of WKU, as is the main
campus, so we will be setting up a forum to address
their concerns.”
Earlier this summer, several members from the SGA
executive board attended
the Kentucky Leadership
Academy at the Barren
River State Park, Executive
Vice President Kendrick
Bryan said.
Each of the public
universities in Kentucky
brought members from
their SGAs to the academy,
where they exchanged ideas
and built leadership skills,
Jessie said.
He said his group was
able to learn a lot that they
will carry over to the new

school year.
“It was good to see how
other SGAs operate because
they are all different,” Jessie
said. “A lot of people were
impressed with what we are
doing, so it makes us feel
like we were on the right
track.”
In August, SGA members taught classes at MASTER Plan on diversity and
time management.
“We had a lot of kids who
were interested,” Jessie said.
“They had a lot of fun, and
we got to teach them some
things they didn’t know.”
Bryan said he and Jessie
have been hard at work reallocating the budget so they
will have enough money
for scholarship and study
abroad programs. He said
Gordon Emslie, provost and
vice president for Academic
Affairs, was a big help in
working with the budget.
“He has been very approachable for us so far,”
Bryan said. “He is an advocate of student opportunities, so we know he can help
us if needed.”
Emslie said he is just trying to listen to concerns and
help when needed.
“They have had a lot of
good ideas, but there are
some instances where I feel
I could help, so I just try to
dive right in and find the
right spot for my services,”
Emslie said.
Bryan said he and Jessie
have been in daily contact,
working on ways to improve the organization.
“We are both great
friends with a lot of devotion to the SGA and the
campus, so we are going
to do everything we can to
help make this a good year,”
Bryan said.

Variety is the spice of life

DATED

NEW

Enjoy a little spice from the
WKU Restaurant & Catering Group

Don’t be fooled by the other
textbook JOKERS

W!

NE
N

NEW!

in RedZone at DUC

Save money on ALL your books
k at

TEXTBOOK BROKERS!

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ACROSS FROM THE
NEWLY REPAVED GRAVEL LOT BEHIND
MCCORMACK HALL!

NEW!
EW

UPDATED!

NEW!

NEW!
NEW! NE

UPDATED!
TE

in Helm Library

In Tower Food Court

NEW!

Join us on Facebook

N

PDATE
DAT

t

ur
o
C
d
o
o
F
in DUC

W!

NEW
N
W

NEW!

NEW!

W!

UPDATED!

WE BUY AND SELL EVERY DAY!

WWW.TEXTBOOKBROKERS.COM
(270) 901-0344
1403 ADAMS ST (Look for a Big Red fence)

Tell us about this Ad and
receive $10 off
a purchase of $100 or more

AUGUST 31, 2010

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

HOUSING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

JOSH MAUSER/HERALD

Campbellsville freshmen Zach Faulkner and Vincent Taylor, center, smoke hookah as others
pass around the hose at the newly opened Prince Hookah Cafe Lounge on Saturday night.

New hookah bar
opens near campus
By MARY BARCZAK
news@chherald.com

Hookah has been a big part of Omar and
Nas Amiras’ lives for a long time. Omar
Amira can remember going to his grandfather’s shisha bar after school in Jerusalem.
“People would meet at the coffee shop
to smoke and play cards,” he said.
His grandfather’s shisha bar has been in
the family for about three generations now.
Omar Amira, 31, and his brothers helped
run their grandfather's business. It was this
experience that inspired Omar and Nas to
open a hookah bar of their own in the U.S.
when they immigrated here in 2005.
The brothers opened their first hookah
bar, Prince Hookah Cafe Lounge, in Lexington about five years ago near the University of Kentucky.
Bowling Green's Prince Hookah Cafe
Lounge had its grand opening last Thursday.
It is located at 116 Old Morgantown
Road across the street from the Registry. It
is open from 3 p.m. to 1 a.m. from Monday
through Wednesday, from 3 p.m. to 3 a.m.
from Thursday through Saturday and from
3 p.m. to 12 a.m. on Sunday.
The bar offers 45 different flavors including apple, watermelon and orange. It
also offers snacks such as fries and panini
sandwiches along with hot and cold drinks,
including smoothies.

The store sells hookahs and hookah
parts.
Omar Amira said the location in Lexington has been successful.
“About 95 percent of our business there
is from college kids,” he said.
Omar Amira said he plans to put up a
tent over the outdoor patio at the Bowling Green location and add a heater so that
people can go out there to smoke in the
winter.
Ethan Hobaica, a freshman from Spring
Hill, Tenn., said he found out about the
opening from some flyers that were being
passed around during the MASTER Plan
cook-out the previous day.
“The hookah here is really good,” Hobaica said.
Thomas Bagwell, a freshman from
Crystal River, Fla., agreed with Hobaica.
He said he thinks students will be attracted to Prince’s because it’s within walking
distance from campus, and it’s “cheap.”
WKU graduate Jimmy Huntsberry is
the owner of the other hookah bar in town,
the Saharan Lounge.
He has been in business since last October.
Huntsberry said he also has plans to expand his bar, but has been waiting for more
money to do it.
He said he thinks that Prince’s will affect his business because of the vicinity to
campus, but he welcomes the challenge.

Because so few originally took the offer,
students with 20 or more credit hours were
given the same opportunity, he said. Of that
group, about 170 students accepted.
“All in all we didn’t get a very large
number, but we only needed a couple
hundred beds free,” Kuster said.
Howard Bailey, vice president for
Student Affairs, said last week that one of
WKU’s goals has always been to increase
the number of students living on campus.
“We want students to see living on
campus as a way of life they want to
continue,” Bailey said. “That has occurred.”
Due to the influx of upperclassmen
wanting to stay on campus, WKU is in the
process of building an apartment complex
in the Block 12 area on Kentucky Street,
Bailey said.
It will be intended for upperclassmen and
will house about 72 students, Kuster said.
Bailey said the goal of the apartment
complex is to increase diversity by giving
students another housing option without
leaving campus.
Dixon junior Brittany Crowley still lives
on campus and said she would be interested

NEW DAY
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Gordon Baylis, vice president for
Research, has only been on the Hill since
Aug. 16, but said he has spotted “enormous
opportunities” on campus.
“There’s so much potential here,” he
said.
Baylis said he hopes to make research
opportunities more widely available to
faculty who may not currently have the
time or facilities to do so.
Gordon Emslie, provost and vice
president for Academic Affairs, began his
new role July 1. Since then, he’s been busy
transitioning into his job and meeting new
people, an experience he said has been
very positive overall.
Emslie said he sees the university
continuing to brand its degree so that a
degree from WKU becomes synonymous
with critical thinking and engaged students.
Athletics Director Ross Bjork officially
began his job at WKU on April 26 after
serving as senior associate athletic director
at UCLA for the last five years.
Ransdell said Bjork is well-connected
and has done a great job so far.
Also new to WKU in the last year

7

in living at the apartment complex once it’s
completed.
“The idea of having an apartment
is very appealing for us, especially as
upperclassmen,” she said. “Having an
apartment makes you sound much more
mature and independent, but I think that
at the same time, if it’s in affiliation with a
college, it would make it so much easier to
attain.”
Crowley said she chooses to still live on
campus because her scholarship includes a
housing allowance.
But WKU does offer amenities that
make it enticing to stay, she said.
“I like the ease of access to campus,”
Crowley said. “I mean, you’re right here.
You can be to class in just a few minutewalk, and you have food readily available.”
Crowley said she believes some students
opt to move off campus after two years
because they get tired of certain restrictions.
“I lived in (Rodes-Harlin Hall) the past
two years, and it was really annoying for me
having limitations, especially when I would
have my boyfriend over,” she said. “Being
in an all-girls dorm, they’re very particular
about when you can have guys over. There
are also some of the smaller things — I’d
love to have a coffee maker, and, of course,
things like that aren’t allowed in the dorm.”
is Robert Owen, vice president for
Information Technology.
In Owen’s time at WKU, the university
has released an iWKU iPhone application,
switched to NetIDs and most recently
upgraded the wireless networks for
students and visitors on campus.
Ransdell said Owen has brought great
innovation and ability to the executive
leadership at WKU.
The administrative council won’t
be complete until a vice president for
Development and Alumni Relations has
been hired to replace Tom Hiles, former vice
president for Institutional Advancement.
Hiles left WKU after 12 years this summer
for a similar job at Bowling Green State
University in Bowling Green, Ohio.
Ransdell said a national search of
private and public institutions is currently
underway to find a replacement for Hiles.
Because there is less than two years
remaining in WKU’s ongoing capital
campaign, there is a greater sense of
urgency to fill this position with a seasoned
professional, he said.
“There’s a lot at stake,” Ransdell said.
The new vice president will inherit an
operation that already runs well, and their
main focus should be how to grow the
current baseline in the future, he said.

WKU adds wireless networks
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com

Students and visitors will notice changes in the wireless networks available on
campus this semester.
The “WKU-WIRELESS” network will
now cover the dorms, replacing “WKURESIDENTIAL,” said Bob Owen, vice
president for Information Technology.
At any given time, students will use
“WKU-WIRELESS,” Owen said.
The “WKU-RESIDENTIAL” network
was previously only available in the dorms,
said Edwin Craft, director of Communication Technologies.
“When students in the residence halls
went to class, they would have to log in
to ‘WKU-WIRELESS,’” Craft said. “To
make that process easier, we took the same
protocols that we were using on ‘WKURESIDENTIAL’ and migrated it over to
where there was only one network name
that they have to log in to.”
Campus guests are now receiving a network of their own.
In the past there had been requests for
exclusive guest access, Craft said.
“We have a lot of visitors to campus,” he
said. “Visitors could be potential students,
people coming to our sporting events —
basketball, football, baseball games — that
want Internet access, and we didn’t have a
good way for those people to have Internet
access.”
Unlike students, users on “WKU-

GUEST” won’t have to download the
Cisco Network Admission Control client,
Craft said.
Cisco NAC ensures that students have
adequate virus protection and updates installed to make the internet as safe to surf
as possible, he said.
Owen said that even though students
can access “WKU-GUEST,” they aren’t
advised to use it. The guest network is 30
times slower than “WKU-WIRELESS”
and is only designed for basic surfing.
“All who step on this campus should be
able to get wireless access,” Owen said.
Louisville junior Lindsay Cleavinger
said she’s had a guest on campus who
wanted to use the Internet.
“It wasn’t a big hassle,” she said. “They
used my laptop. I just logged into the network for them.”
Craft said he believes there will be
plenty of visitors who benefit from guest
access.
“Let’s say it’s a tailgating event, or let’s
say they’re going to a football game,” he
said. “Then those people can just click on
the ‘WKU-GUEST’ access and accept the
network policy, and they’re on with very
little intervention.”
In addition to the new guest wireless
network, officials will unveil “WKU-SECURE” sometime during the fall semester,
Owen said last week.
This network will be useful for devices
that require a “revamped security,” such as
the iPad, he said.

Student injured at rock quarry
By SPENCER JENKINS
news@chherald.com

As of Monday afternoon, a WKU student who injured herself cliff diving at a
local rock quarry was said to be in satisfactory condition.
David McArthur, community and media relations manager for University Hospital in Louisville, said Danielle Bartley
will hopefully return home soon.
“Satisfactory is the best shape you can
be in as far as being in a hospital,” he said.
On Sunday, Bartley and six other
WKU students went cliff diving at a rock
quarry near the Warren County and Logan
County line.
Deborah Williams, public information
officer for the Warren County Rescue Department, said Bartley injured her lower
back after jumping into the quarry.
“Hitting the water is like hitting a
wall,” she said. “People need to be really
careful because it’s dangerous.”
The incident happened between 2:30

p.m. and 3:45 p.m., Williams said. Once
the search and rescue team had their boats
in the water, it took about 30 minutes to
reach Bartley and 30 minutes to get her
stabilized.
Logan County Sheriff’s Deputy Kyler
Harvey said Bartley was taken by ambulance to The Medical Center in Bowling
Green and then transported to University
Hospital in Louisville.
Ronald and Mary Bunton, owners of
Bunton Farm — where the quarry is located — said they had no idea the students
were there.
“We have a sign saying no trespassing,” Mary Bunton said. “The quarry is
dangerous anyways — I’m surprised they
were there anyways.”
Logan County Sheriff Wallace Whittaker said the seven individuals are being
charged with criminal trespassing.
Other WKU students at the scene
couldn’t be reached for comment by press
time. Attempts to reach Bartley’s family
were also unsuccessful.
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107 days around the world
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Elizabethtown junior Tyler
Jury joined Phi Gamma
Delta, or Fiji, fraternity
members in biking across
America. They began their
journey in Oceanside, Calif., and ended in Yorktown,
Va. Jury said the overall trip
was about 3,200 miles.

1

Roger Murphy, an associate political science professor, spent five weeks
with students in Olomouc,
Czech Republic. Students
took courses in political
science, history and Czech
literature. They also visited
museums, castles, the Auschwitz concentration camp MURPHY
and the countries of Slovakia, Poland and
Hungary.

JURY

David Keeling, head of the
geography and geology department, took students
to Argentina for a month
as part of the Kentucky
Institute for International
Studies program. Students
spent time studying the
country’s geography and
KEELING
interacting with locals.

2

4

Cynthia Worcester, a
graduate student from
Clark Fork, Idaho, went to
the small village of Sanika,
Ghana, this summer. While
in Africa, she and her group
helped repair an elementary school and put in two
public toilets for the village.
They worked alongside lo- WORCESTER
cal villagers.

5

Shepherdsville senior Anna
Mantooth traveled to the
wildlife reserves of South
Africa this summer to
conduct research on how
to keep animals away from
crops. She and her team
used random sounds to
attempt to scare animals
away. Their research con- MANTOOTH
cluded that the sound of pots and pans
banging was the most successful.

6

Dao Nguyen, a junior
from Hanoi, Vietnam,
went home for the summer. While there, he ate
his traditional cuisine and
spent time with family and
friends.
NGUYEN

M A S T E R A D V I S O R C E R T I F I C AT E P R O G R A M
AC ADEMIC ADVISING AND RETENTION CENTER
CLASSES OF 2008, 2009, AND 2010

The Master Advisor Certificate program is in its third year of programming for faculty advisors at Western Kentucky University. Each
class of graduates is required to attend sessions that allow participants an opportunity to learn advising theories, ideas, and best
practices. We would like to congratulate our 49 graduates of the Master Advisor Certificate Program.

Graduates of the Class of 2008
Dr. Lynn Austin
Bruce Crawley
Deanna Hanson
D r. S u s a n J o n e s
D r. R a y m o n d P o f f
Megan Thompson

Jill Brown
D r. K e n n e t h C r a w f o r d
Clint Haynes
Brenda Miller
D r. B e t t i n a R i c h m o n d
P a u l a Tr a f t o n
D r. K e v i n W i l l i a m s

Barbara Bush
D r. K a t h e r i n e G r e e n
Cindy Jones
D r. H i d e k o N o r m a n
D r. D o u g l a s S m i t h
D r. G a r y V i l l e r e a l

Graduates of the Class of 2009
Dr. Andrew Battles
D r. J o h n C i p o l l a
Ashley Chance
D r. L e s P e s t e r f i e l d
Maribeth Wilson

Charles Borders
Kelley Coppinger
J i m Fu l k e r s o n
D r. C h a d S n y d e r
D r. D a w n W r i g h t

Dr. Stuar t Burris
Kimberly Cunningham
Katherine Pennavaria
B e c k y Ta b o r

Graduates of the Class of 2010
Dr. K athleen Abrahamson
Loretta Bond
D r. K e r i E s s l i n g e r
Carrie Morgan
D r. E l i z a b e t h P y l e

Dr. S cott Arnett
D r. K a t h y C r o x a l l
D r. E d w a r d K i n t z e l
D r. J a m e s N a v a l t a
D r. M a r k S c h a f e r

Jeffrey Barefoot
Jan Duvall
Sara McCaslin
Jan Peeler
D r. S h a r o n W h i t l o c k

Honorary Master Advisor Certificate Program Graduate
Dr. Barbara Burch
The Master Advisor Certificate Program is an initiative of the Academic Advising and Retention Center.
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Hilltoppers roll with local derby team
By RIALDA ZUKIC
diversions@chherald.com

An Honors student
might be stereotyped as
a know-it-all who spends
a Saturday night at home
reading a book.
But you can find some
Honors students participating in events such as
the roller derby, including
Bowling Green sophomore Magnolia Gramling,
or “Death Blossom,” as
she’s known in the skating
rink.
Gramling joined others spent their Saturday
night at the Skate Box,
located on Three Springs
Road, for the “Head of the
Clash” roller derby event.
The event pitted Nashville-based Lower Broads
against Bowling Green’s
home team, the Vixens.
The Lower Broads
won the derby, with a final score of 128 to the

COLUMN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“When things get tough,
the guys don’t even look at
it that way,” Taggart said.
“That’s how we want it to
be, because we’re going
to have some tough times
where we’ve got to find
something fun out of it, and
that will make it alright.”
What’s most reassuring
about WKU’s crawl back
to the top could be that the
Toppers are already juicing. The closest they came
to the current energy level
last season was the week
of practices following the
63-7 season-opening loss
at Tennessee.
That week, coaches
rushed around the field,
literally pushing players to
get better. And the chain
— the one nobody really

Vixens’ 70.
About 400 people came
out to support their favorite roller derby team at
the event, which was the
third roller derby Bowling
Green has hosted.
A portion of the proceeds from the event go to
the Barren River Area Safe
Space and the Capitol Arts
Alliance, according to the
event’s brochure.
Murray
sophomore
Hallie Collins is another
Honors student who participates in the roller derby.
She said she recently
joined the team in hopes of
getting more respect from
others.
Craig Cobane, executive director of the Honors
College, came to the derby to support the Honors
community.
He said there is a misconception about Honors
students, and people think
they walk around with
got an explanation for —
made its first appearance
around Head Coach David
Elson’s neck. Then after a
35-13 home loss to South
Florida, the energy and
will to get better seemed
to disappear.
And maybe, at that
point, Elson and company
settled on the fact that the
2009 season wasn’t going
to turn itself around.
You might not hear that
from the players or the couple of coaches who Taggart kept around, because
there’s no need for them to
throw Elson under the bus.
But there’s an energy — or
“juice,” as Taggart has put
it so many times — in this
team right now.
“I think guys have really bought into what I’m
looking for when I talk
about energy and juice,”
Taggart said. “We’ve

duct tape on their glasses.
Cobane said it’s important for people to know
that Honors students participate in many activities
outside of academics, such
as the roller derby, varsity
sports, arts and theater.
But it’s not just the
Honors College that’s getting in on the roller derby
action. Others in the WKU
community are involved.
Tucker Davis, the head
coach of the home team, is
a developmental math instructor at WKU.
He said that when he
was first approached to
coach, he was hesitant to
say yes.
Shortly after watching
the Demolition City Roller
Derby in Evansville, Davis
said he was hooked.
“It’s not your mama’s
roller derby,” he said.
Davis said that any
woman 18 or older can
play. He said the team
been having it consistently out here at practice,
and we’ve been having
some good practices because of it.”
Junior safety Mark
Santoro said August
marked what was “by far
the hardest” of his four
fall camps at WKU.
“We put three weeks
of a lot of work in,” Santoro said. “With that kind
of work, guys are going to
get better no matter what.”
The bad kind of juice
usually translates to better
performance. It sounds
like Santoro expects Taggart’s kind to translate to
something good too.
Maybe not wins right
away or a total turnaround, but probably
enough to make the Toppers wonder why they
weren’t juicing before
this season.

LESLYE DAVIS/HERALD

Saturday night, during the “Head of the Clash” roller derby competition against the Lower
Broads from Nashville, the Vette City Vixens coach Rink Ragan sends in one of his skaters
from the sidelines. The Vixens, which includes some members of the WKU community, lost
the match with a score of 128 to 70.

members’ ages range from
18 to 43.
Ran Hao, from Chongqing, China, is a new fac-

FRONT
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The decision should be
made by Wednesday, according to reports, which
is the deadline for BYU to
stay in or leave the Mountain West.
It’s then that WKU enters the picture. Speculation points to Utah State
becoming a package deal
with BYU should the two
align with a specific conference, creating either a
12-team Mountain West or
a stronger WAC.
The conference left in
the dust has to reload from
somewhere — potentially the
western-most members of
Conference USA — which
could then create an opportunity for WKU to jump from
the Sun Belt Conference to
Conference USA.

ulty member at WKU who
is teaching elementary
and intermediate Chinese.
She said that it was nice to

see people from different
walks of life come together to skate at Saturday’s
derby.

Whatever
happens,
President Gary Ransdell
said WKU won’t be surprised.
“We’re studying all the
scenarios,” Ransdell said.
“We’re tracking all of it,
and we’ll do what’s best for
our conference and WKU.
Whether those are aligned,
we’ll wait and see.”
WKU is hardly a newcomer to the Sun Belt,
having been a member
since 1982 — a conference
membership that followed
more than 30 years in the
Ohio Valley Conference.
Ransdell said the most
important factor for WKU
in conference realignment
is that the university ensures it’s entering a conference that’s expanding to
get better rather than expanding to survive.
“It’s impossible to predict — if an invitation should

come — is that conference
trying to survive or are they
trying to get better?” Ransdell said. “We don’t want to
be part of a survival plan. We
want to be part of a get-better
plan. That may be in our own
conference, and it may be
somewhere else. But a lot of
dominoes have to fall.”
Until Wednesday, Bjork
said WKU can only wait.
“Right now there’s no
invite (to another conference). There’s no dialogue.
There’s no discussion,”
Bjork said. “What we’re
trying to do is what’s best
for WKU. If that means we
add teams into the Sun Belt,
if that means the Sun Belt
is repositioned in some reconfiguration, if that means
we go to another conference
— whatever the dynamics
might be, we have to do
what’s best for us.”

WKU
FRESHMAN
ASSEMBLY
Class of 2014
WKU President Gary Ransdell
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Injured Skinner shines
as game-time decision
By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

Jordyn Skinner had missed a week’s
worth of practice and was expected to
miss more.
But hours before game time last Friday at Purdue, the sophomore outside
hitter wanted to play.
Skinner, who started as a freshman in
2009, fell awkwardly on her left ankle
on Aug. 20. When she woke up Friday
morning before the match and noticed
improvement in the ankle, training staff
and Head Coach Travis Hudson gave
her the okay to take the floor.
“Looking back on last week, it was
kind of shocking for me to be out there
playing any this weekend,” Skinner
said. “But I did not like sitting on the
sideline doing nothing.”
With Skinner on the floor, WKU (12) came away with a 3-1 victory over
Central Michigan and nearly took a win
from Purdue during the round-robin
Mortar Board Premier in West Lafayette, Ind., over the weekend.
The Lady Toppers played three
games during the Premier. Skinner
missed just one match — against No.
24 Northern Iowa on Saturday — to
rest her ankle.
“After Friday’s game, we had talked
about me probably not playing in the
morning because we didn’t know how
my ankle would be after the Purdue
match,” Skinner said. “It gave me a

JAKES
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Jakes threw for 1,516
yards and nine touchdowns
and ran for 366 yards and
five scores as the Toppers
finished 0-12 last season,
nearly leading them to victory in his first career start
at Navy.
But despite an encouraging rookie campaign, Jakes
left spring practices worried
about one thing — whether
or not Taggart thought he
was a “bad kid.”
“It was very disappointing because he was expecting me to be 100 percent
in, and I showed I wasn’t,”
Jakes said.
Jakes and the coaches
have just now started to
make a few jokes about the

longer rest because it was a little sore.”
Over the course of the two games
Friday, Skinner recorded a combined
16 kills and 15 digs — numbers that
her teammates and head coach called
awe-inspiring.
The only player that posted better
statistics was freshman Melanie Stutsman, who gave credit for her own performance to Skinner’s comeback.
“It was just really inspiring, and after those first plays, I started to relax
and have fun,” Stutsman said. “I had no
thought in my mind that she was going
to play, and I look up to her.”
But to Skinner, she was simply doing her job.
“We are in this for the team and we
play as a team,” she said. “They have
my back every step of the way.”
The Lady Toppers play one midweek contest at 7 p.m. on Tuesday
against Tennessee State in Nashville.
But Hudson’s primary focus for Skinner is playing this weekend.
“That ankle is still pretty swollen
and bruised,” Hudson said. “We want
to put this injury behind us, so we’re
hoping with a day off, she’ll be ready to
go this weekend.”
The Lady Toppers will travel to
the Xavier Tournament in Cincinnati,
where Hudson said Skinner’s presence
is needed.
“Jordyn really has shown her toughness,” he said. “She just gives us that
boost.”

incident. Jakes even sarcastically said Friday that
he was playing some lockdown defense on the court
until the ankle sprain.
But the event that nearly cost Jakes his starting
career at WKU can only
be slightly joked about,
Sanford said. Jakes had to
work hard to get out of the
doghouse.
“It’s not the way you
want to get off on your first
impression,” Sanford said.
“You really do only have
one opportunity to make a
first impression, and unfortunately, his was not a good
one. But with football, you
also have an opportunity to
win back trust.
“He’s done that to this
point, and we’ve just got
to continue down the same
path that he’s on right now.”

RAINEY
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CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“They’ve been giving
me a lot of grief about it,
but it’s cool,” Rainey said.
“They see the big picture.
The team as a whole
understands that, but even
though they understand it,
they’re still going to give
me crap about it. It doesn’t
bother me.”
Rainey rushed for 939
yards on 144 carries as a
sophomore last season.

Switching it up
One of Taggart’s first
orders of business as
coach was to evaluate the
positions of each WKU
player.
One of the biggest
conversions was junior
Derrius Brooks’ move
from wide receiver to
cornerback.
“I think I’m just adjusting really well,” Brooks
said. “It took me a couple
days to get everything in
sync … but I’m picking it
up quick. I think it’s a great
move for me.”
Other significant moves
included junior Avery Hibbit
going from defensive back
to running back, sophomore
Quanterus Smith going from
linebacker to defensive end,
and senior Orlando Misaalefua switching from safety to
linebacker.
Aside from Brooks,
Taggart moved each of

PETE RODMAN/HERALD

Junior running back Bobby Rainey wears a yellow jersey during
Western's fall camp to signify that he can't be tackled. Rainey
ran for 939 rushing yards on just 144 attempts during the Toppers' 0-12 campaign last season.

the newly placed Toppers
back to where they played
when they first came to
WKU.
“It was so important to
put guys in positions where
they could help us,” Taggart said. “It wasn’t whether they liked it or not, but
what we needed for our
football team. To be honest,
a lot of these guys feel like
they’re better in the position we have them in right
now, and if they’re feeling
good about it, usually good
things happen.”

Andrews off
and running
WKU wasn’t able to
land Kentucky Mr. Football
Antonio Andrews on signing day last February, but
the Toppers say better late
than never.
Andrews, a standout

quarterback at Fort Campbell who initially signed
with the U.S. Air Force, left
the school’s prep academy a
few weeks ago to come to
the Hill.
Andrews practiced with
WKU for the first time on
Aug. 25 and has worked as
a running back and fourthstring quarterback since
then.
The coaching staff has yet
to make a decision on whether Andrews, the first Kentucky Mr. Football in program history, will redshirt.
“Whenever you get the
player of the year — I don’t
care what state it is — it’s
exciting because you know
he’s a really good football
player,” Taggart said. “Now
,as coaches you have to see
what he’s good at … and
put him in the right place so
he can do that.”
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TOUGH
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

While WKU struggled
offensively throughout its
first two games and the first
half of its bout with Minnesota — they took 13 shots
and did not score — the
Lady Toppers made a breakthrough and scored their first
goal of the season toward
the end of action Sunday.
Junior goalkeeper Libby Stout might have felt
the effects of the tough
schedule more than most,
as she’s already fielded 51
shots from the Lady Toppers’ opposition.
“Not to say it’s better to
be down for me, but having
a little bit of pressure on
myself makes me play bet-

ter," Stout said.
As a first-team all-Sun
Belt Conference selection,
Stout said she thinks she can
live up to the billing.
“I don’t really think of
myself as the spotlight,”
she said. “I feel like I have
so much help from my
teammates that they make
me look good.”
Although WKU did
win its exhibition contest
against Butler on Aug. 15,
getting the first meaningful
‘W’ is something sophomore forward Laura Ray
said is driving the team.
“We’re angry,” Ray said.
“We’ve played a tougher
schedule probably than a lot
of teams, and I think with all
the challenges we’ve had,
we’re ready to do it. We’re
ready to win this.”
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Can't touch
Rainey during
fall camp
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

During his first year as running back coach
at Stanford, WKU Head Coach Willie Taggart
was forced to give the ball to a true freshman
defensive back after his first six running backs
went down injured.
With that experience still fresh in his mind,
Taggart’s done everything he can to protect
junior running back Bobby Rainey this fall.
Rainey wore a yellow jersey during fall
camp, meaning that he was not to be tackled.
Rainey said he understands that Taggart wants
him to “save it for Nebraska” this Saturday,
but the extra protection earned him some ribbing from his teammates.

PETE RODMAN/HERALD

Sophomore Kawaun Jakes won the starting quarterback position for WKU's Sept. 4 game at Nebraska, but to do so, he had to
overcome a rocky start with Head Coach Willie Taggart. Jakes, who threw for 1,516 yards and nine touchdowns in 2009, injured
his ankle playing pickup basketball last spring and drew the ire of his new coach.

SEE RAINEY, PAGE 11

COLUMN

Football team
on the right
kind of juice
The WKU football team — led by Head
Coach Willie Taggart — is out to build a program with plenty of “juice.”
As if the Football Bowl Subdivision team
with the nation’s longest losing streak, imposing non-conference schedule and new
coaching staff needs any more problems.
Juicing, as baseball’s Mark McGwire,
football’s Brian Cushing and track’s Marion
Jones will tell you,
isn’t a great thing in
the sports world. It
ruins seasons, careers
and long-term health.
But the juice Taggart passed around all
spring and through
three weeks of fall
camp is of a different
variety.
Whereas the bad JONATHAN LINTNER
Thoughts from the Jon
juice gives an athsports@chherald.com
lete energy, Taggart’s
juice is energy itself.
And it made fall camp — three weeks that
were hardly characterized by fall-like temperatures — a fun time.
SEE COLUMN, PAGE 10

Quarterback
the prodigal

Jakes redeems himself to earn starting job

By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

Sophomore
quarterback
Kawaun Jakes said he doesn’t want
to talk about it anymore.
The topic that draws his ire —
an ankle injury suffered playing
pickup basketball in the spring —
has been addressed so many different ways by reporters that Jakes is
out of things to say about it.
“It was a dumb mistake,” Jakes
said. “It’s an experience I hate talking about it — just learn from it.”
Jakes, who started the final
eight games for WKU last season,
injured the ankle after only four
spring practices with Willie Taggart at the helm, immediately digging himself into a deep hole with
the first-year head coach.
Junior college transfer Matt
Pelesasa earned nearly all of the
spring reps at the position as a
result and entered fall camp as
WKU’s No. 1 quarterback.
But Jakes wasn’t ready to be
forgotten so easily. He rededicated
himself to being both physically

Kawaun did the
things that we were
looking for — being
consistent, making
plays and becoming a leader — and
he did it more consistently than the
other guys."
—WILLIE TAGGART
Head coach

and mentally ready over the summer — initiatives that didn’t go
overlooked by the coaching staff.
“He’s doing a great job in our
meeting sessions,” said Mike Sanford, quarterbacks coach and passing game coordinator, at the Top-

SOCCER

WKU winless with tough schedule
By M. BLAKE HARRISON
sports@chherald.com

Coming off a season that produced nine conference wins — the
most in program history — the WKU
women’s soccer team enters its 10th
season eager to feed off of last year’s
momentum.
Picked to finish third in the Sun
Belt Conference, the Lady Toppers
(0-2-1) scheduled several powerconference teams to prepare them for
Sun Belt competition.
Though they have yet to record a
win, matches against Bowl Championship Series schools such as
Tennessee and Ole Miss out of the
Southeastern Conference and Minnesota out of the Big Ten Conference have provided the opportunity
for the Lady Toppers to gauge how
ready they are for Sun Belt play.
Head Coach Jason Neidell said
Sunday that his team showed it is
much improved from the beginning
of the season, when the Lady Toppers played exhibition games against
Memphis and Butler.

SEE JAKES, PAGE 11

WKU watching
college conference
realignment front
By JONATHAN LINTER
sports@chherald.com

CHRIS FRYER/HERALD

Junior goalkeeper Libby Stout rises above freshman defender Katrina Ott and Minnesota defender Kylie Kallman to gain control of the ball during the second half of
their game at the WKU Soccer Field on Sunday afternoon. The Toppers lost 2-1.

“Sure, we would’ve liked better
results, but we’re pretty happy with
the results and what we’ve taken
from these games,” Neidell said.
“From where we were last Friday

FOR THE LATEST IN
TOPPER SPORTS:

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

pers’ media day. “He’s taken his
note-taking and his meeting preparation to another level. I see him
with his different-colored highlighters out. He’s taken to a lot of
stuff I’m trying to preach to him,
and that’s encouraging.”
It wasn’t long into fall camp that
Jakes began to close the gap to Pelesasa. When Pelesasa missed several
straight practices with a sore throwing arm, Jakes firmly took the lead
in the quarterback race.
Just days later, Taggart chose
Jakes over Pelesasa and true freshman Brandon Doughty as the team’s
starting quarterback for WKU’s first
game Saturday at Nebraska.
“It’s one decision we wanted to
get solidified so that we can start
putting our offense and defense
together and get some continuity with each other,” Taggart said.
“Kawaun did the things that we
were looking for — being consistent, making plays and becoming a
leader — and he did it more consistently than the other guys.”

at Tennessee to where we came on
Friday and then today, I’m very, very
encouraged about this team.”
SEE TOUGH, PAGE 11

Conference realignment was thought to be
over last June.
Nebraska joined the
Big 10 Conference, Boise
State moved to the Mountain West Conference and
the Pac-10 picked up Colorado and Utah.
But Brigham Young
University is now mulling a move to go independent or possibly
join the Western Athletic Conference in all
sports except football,
and WKU officials are
keeping close watch on
what could be the latest
domino in the conference
alignment game.

“Just wait to see what
happens with BYU,” Athletics Director Ross Bjork
told the Herald last Tuesday. “That’s the next trigger.”
Conflicting
reports
have surfaced over the
past week that point to
either a move for BYU to
go independent or stay in
the Mountain West. The
Salt Lake Tribune reported last Friday that BYU
was still thinking about
the WAC, too.
“Both sides are still
working on a deal that
will be beneficial to the
WAC and to BYU,” WAC
commissioner Karl Benson told the Tribune.
SEE FRONT, PAGE 10
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